2g               JO IWR. NEY   WITHOUT   END
I stood on the platform and watched the train disappear
before asking the porter how far it was to the depot. It
turned out to be quite far enough, and the man asked me
if I would care to hire a jaunting car. It seemed a'long
time since I had last been to bed and I gladly accepted.
The driver estimated is. 6d. for the fare and off we went.
" It's a lovely day," he said, pointing out that he was
accustomed to even heavier rain.
In the end I gave the old boy a half-crown, which elicited
the usual " Heaven bless you." He pulled at the reins and
left me standing in the rain.
I had come a long way from Hayfield, but this was but
the beginning of a journey that is still without end.
After reporting at the guard-room I was escorted across
an enormous compound to my quarters. On the way we
passed an officer and my escort gave the order " Eyes
right ! " In my ignorance I turned my whole body and
received a severe reprimand in consequence. The lapse
was especially unfortunate for the officer in question turned
out to be Major McGoff Bond, the C.CX
After crossing what seemed like a desert my guide pushed
open a door in the far corner and shouted : " Here's a
rooky1 for you." A bombadier received me and once again
I was shown my bed and introduced to the various amenities
of the place. There were several other recruits in the
barrack-room, but nobody of my own vintage. I found out
that it was the practice to wait until a certain number
arrived before issuing uniforms or beginning any serious
drill, other than light fatigue duty.
Apparently they were^only waiting for^me, for next
morning we all fell in and were marched down to the
quartermaster's stores. We were issued with our kit and a
number, and henceforward I was No. 53084, Gunner
Waterhouse, Royal Horse and Royal Field Artillery,
attached to No. 2 Depot, Templemore, Co. Tipperary.
" Don't you forget your number," I was told. <r You
can't lose it. It will be stamped on all your clothes and be
yours for ever/3
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